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Thank you for transmitting Maryland State Highway Administration’s (SHA) request to
experiment with an innovative program to direct tourists to attractions based on a system of
corridor area sign designations. We have read the information submitted by Maryland SHA
and believe that this program could potentially provide a viable attraction sign alternative to
interested State and local highway agencies. We have also taken the opportunity to share
this proposed experimentation idea with the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices’ Guide and Motorist Information Signs Sub-committee. Based on our review and
the NCUTCD sub-committee review, we are considering approval of your request to
experiment and ask that the following comments and recommendations be addressed in

the evaluation plan:

Maryland State Highway Administration’s Incoming Letter

1. Initem # 4, there are 3 new symbol signs proposed for use: antiques, wineries, and
golfing. The antiques and wineries symbol require a separate experimentation plan
that includes human factors laboratory studies to determine motorist comprehension
and legibility distances. Please submit a separate experimentation plan for these 2
symbols. The National Park Service has submitted a request to FHWA for adopting
symbols currently used in their recreational and cultural interest areas and one of
these symbols is the golf symbol (see attached). We recommend that you use this
symbol design since FHWA plans to include it in the Notice of Proposed
Amendments that is anticipated for publication in the fall of this year.

2. Initem #7, please include a specific listing of locations where the signs will be
installed and identify how many Attraction Logo signs are replaced with the Tourist
Area Corridor (TAC) signs. Will the TAC signs replace the existing supplemental
guide sign destinations to places such as Annapolis, etc.?
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The evaluation plan should also include a reporting element that addresses how
the TAC signs affect the existing signs on the local roads.

In item #8, please note that the word "interim approval” should be changed to
"experimentation.”

Tourist Area and Corridor Sign Program Guidelines

The following comments and recommendations relate to Figure 1:
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10.

The ramp sign shows the distance information within a triangle-shaped arrow to the
right and left of the TAC corridor names. We need data collected to determine how
this new design application performs. Please include a question on the survey that
specifically addresses whether motorists understand this application.

The brown and blue signs are intended to convey to the motorist that these signs are
for long range directions and that the solid brown signs are for short range directions.
How many miles are considered short distance and long distance? Also, we believe
that this subtle difference in color of the signs may be difficult to distinguish by the
motorist. Please include a question on the survey that specifically addresses this.
Please assure that the placement of the TAC mainline sign is consistent with the
requirements for the placement of a supplemental guide sign which is following the
first Advance Guide sign for the exit.

The TAC mainline sign currently shows the "EXIT 54" at the bottom of the sign.
The EXIT number provides critical action information to the motorist. Therefore, we
recommend modifying the placement of this action message so that it appears at the
top of the sign which is consistent with Specific Service Signs. The first example in
Figure ITI-A of your TAC program guidelines shows the preferred sign heading
design with "EXIT 54" at the top instead of the bottom.

The TAC mainline, ramp, and first corridor signs are inconsistent in legend and
format and do not promote consistency for the purpose of driver expectancy. The
word "Historic" is shown on the TAC mainline and ramp signs, but is deleted from
the corridor sign. We suggest that you shorten the TAC corridor name whenever
possible. In this specific case, we suggest that you delete the word "Downtown" and
consistently use the cormidor name "Historic Frederick." By shortening the TAC
corridor name, it makes room for more sub-listings or other messages. For example,
the "Visitor Center" message and symbol is installed as a supplemental plaque on the
TAC mainline sign. It would be better if the "Visitor Center" message was included
within the mainline sign similar to how it is shown on the ramp sign.

On the attraction trailblazing sign, the vertical arrangement of the sign legend for
"Visitor Center” and the accompanying information symbol tends to appear as two
separate destinations rather than one. The example shown could be improved by
placing the information symbol either to the right or left of the legend since it refers
to the same attraction.






